What is a Thaumatrope?

Ancient Greek: thauma means wonder, fropos means turn

It is a two sided disk with strings attached at its sides. Each side of
the disk contains a picture and when the strings are twirled
between the fingers, the two images appear to be one due to
the persistence of vision. It was a popular toy during the 19th
century and is considered an important forerunner in animation.
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What is Persistence of Vision?
It’s an optical phenomenon where the illusion of
motion is created because the brain interperets
multiple still images as one whole illustraion.
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How to Make a Thaumatrope

STEP I: Draw your animal on one side.

STEP 3: Spin disk using strings on
each side to see the illusion of your
illustrations come to life!
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STEP 2: Draw your object on the other side.
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